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FOREWORD

The last quarter of the financial year 
2020/2021 ended with remarkable 
milestones. This achievement was largely 
fueled by two major things. First, it’s the 
collective effort by our stakeholders that 
enabled us to meet our key aspirations 
as an Authority. Second, it’s through 
the enthusiasm of innovation that we 
managed to undertake different initiatives 
aimed at positioning our city on greater 
heights. These two factors shall also be 
imperative in our 2021/2022 financial 
year as we seek to build Konza as one 
of the leading global technology & 
innovation hub. 
 
In the last 90 days, the Authority managed 
to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between three counties i.e, 
Kajiado, Makueni & Machakos and the 
National Government on the Special 
Planning Zone. The MoU signing, 
witnessed by the Cabinet Secretary 
Ministry of Interior and Coordination of 
National Government, Dr. Fred Matiangí 
at Harambee House, Nairobi will 
facilitate the proper planning of the belt 
making it attractive for investments in the 
region while enabling the development of 
a sustainable and resilient smart city.
 
Apart from this, the MoU will also 
provide basic guidelines and standards 

for regulation of land use practices and 
general development while controlling 
activities for the respective counties 
bordering our Technopolis.
 
On behalf of the Authority, I would 
like to thank the governors; Joseph Ole 
Lenku - Kajiado County, Dr. Alfred 
Mutua - Machakos County, Prof. Kivuta 
Kibwana – Makueni County and Cabinet 
Secretaries, Joe Mucheru, ICT, Innovation 
and Youth Affairs, Najib Balala, Tourism 
and Wildlife and Ms. Farida Karoney, 
Lands and Physical Planning for making 
this process a success and committing 
towards implementing it. 
 
At the same time, we partnered with The 
Israel Embassy in Kenya in undertaking 
the Konza - Israel Innovation Challenge 
whereby four startups emerged winners. 
Three of those startups were from Kenya 
while one was from Israel. As the startups 
plan to pilot their innovations at Konza 
Technopolis, we welcome them and 
reiterate that we shall accord them our full 
support in setting up their innovations. 
 
In the month of June, we were privileged 
to host our investors’ conference and 
partners’ forum. As an Authority, we 
gave an early bird incentive to investors 
taking up land for development at 
Konza Technopolis by rolling out a stand 
premium to early off takers committing to 
paying the stand premium on or before 
31st December 2021 and ready to start 
the construction before December 2022. 

During this event, we also gave investors 
who have made payments for their parcel 
access to their property. These investors 
were; Kenya Electricity Transmission 
Company Limited (KETRACO), National 
Construction Authority (NCA), Sosian 
Energy Ltd, Bigen Global Ltd, Vijay 
Sandhu, Geonet Technologies, GS1 
Kenya Limited, Makueni County Aka 
Housing Cooperative Society Ltd and 
Parklands Baptist Church.
 

On the same occasion, the Authority 
unveiled its Investor Handbook which 
highlights the opportunities and incentives 
available for investors at the Technopolis.
 
During the period under review, we 
also collaborated with the Ministry of 
ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs to 
commemorate the International Day 
for Girls in ICT. As an Authority, we 
are committed to bridge the existing 
gender gap in the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
fields, where most girls shy away from 
as their male counterparts, continue to 
dominate. This way, we are able to 
create more opportunities for young girls 
and women in the STEM field, while also 
nurturing a STEM culture in our society. 
 
I am also glad to note that during the 
period under review, I was elected 
President of the International Association 
of Science Parks and Areas of Innovation 
(IASP) Africa Division. I thank all the 
parties that were involved and reiterate 
my commitment to advance innovation 
parks to prosperous heights through our 
innovations. At the same time, I am glad 
to note that we launched our inaugural 
IASP Africa quarterly publication that will 
be a tool to keeping us informed about 
what is happening on other innovation 
fronts from the continent. 
 
Indeed, innovation has continued to 
shape our lives in many ways, more 
so in our economic sphere. Given that 
innovation is here to stay, collaboration 
and partnerships amongst ourselves on 
developing our innovation parks will 
enable us to achieve much.
 
As we start a new financial year, 
2021/2022, I would like to take note 
that innovation will continue to be an 
essential pillar in our development as a 
nation. As such, our role to build the city 
and grow our knowledge economy is 
imperative. 
 
Let’s join hands and make it happen. All 
is possible.

Eng. John Tanui, MBS
KoTDA Chief Executive Officer
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Three counties, Kajiado, Makueni 
and Machakos have partnered with 
the national government through the 
Konza Technopolis Development 
Authority (KoTDA) to create 73,000 
acres of new urban development. 

This is entails 68,000 acres of 
the buffer zone around Konza 
Technopolis and 5,000 acres 
comprising Konza Technopolis. 

The partnership was sealed through 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) signed between the governors 
Joseph Ole Lenku, Kajiado County, 
Dr. Alfred Mutua, Machakos County, 
Prof. Kivuta Kibwana, Makueni 
County and Cabinet Secretaries, Joe 
Mucheru, ICT, Innovation and Youth 
Affairs, Najib Balala, Tourism and 
Wildlife and Ms. Farida Karoney, 
Lands and Physical Planning.

The signing of the MoU was 
witnessed by Cabinet Secretary 
Ministry of Interior and Coordination 
of National Government, Dr. Fred 
Matiangí at Harambee House, 
Nairobi.

The MoU will facilitate the proper 
planning of the belt, the first 
of its kind in the country being 
implemented jointly between the 
national government and the county 
governments making it attractive 
for investments in the region while 
enabling the development of a 
sustainable and resilient smart city, 
Konza Technopolis.

Speaking during the event, Dr. 
Matiangí praised the three counties 
for cooperating with the national 
government in the development of 
the Technopolis, adding that their 
effort will create more value for the 
project and the property around it.

“We are grateful to the leadership 
of Kajiado, Makueni and Machakos 

KAJIADO, MAKUENI AND MACHAKOS COUNTIES SIGN MOU ON 
THE MANAGEMENT OF THE 10KM BUFFER ZONE

Counties on the agreed MOU 
signed today. This will protect 
thousands of jobs, investments and 
wildlife by preventing encroachment 
& uncontrolled development in the 
buffer zone,” said Dr. Dr.Mating’i.

On his part, ICT, Innovation and 
Youth Affairs CS Mucheru lauded 
the effort by the three counties 
to safeguard the planning of the 
belt, consequently protecting the 
investment that falls within the zone.

To support the implementation of the 
MoU, the Principal Secretaries for 
Lands and Wildlife now joins the 
constituted Inter-County Joint Physical 
and Land Use Planning Committee 
chaired by PS ICT and Innovation 
Jerome Ochieng’.

Three nominees from the Ministry 
of Interior and Coordination of 
National Government, Ministry 
of Lands and Physical Planning, 
Ministry of ICT, Innovation and Youth 
Affairs, State Law Office, Council 
of Governors, County Government 
of Kajiado, Makueni and 

Machakos will form the Technical 
Implementation Committee.

In April, the County Governments of 
Machakos, Makueni and Kajiado 
suspended the issuance of new 
development permits for a period 
of 90 days in the “Konza Special 
Planning Belt” which is the area 
falling within the ten-kilometer radius 
around the Konza Technopolis.

The plan will provide basic 
guidelines and standards for 
regulation of land use practices 
and general development while 
controlling activities for the respective 
counties bordering the Technopolis. 
It will also guide developers and 
property owners on acceptable 
standards.

In addition, the three counties 
in consultation with the national 
government will provide a mutually 
agreed spatial development 
framework for symbiotic and 
sustainable co-existence between the 
Konza Technopolis and the adjacent 
areas falling within the jurisdiction of 
the three counties.

The formulation of the Inter-County 
Physical and Land Use Development 
Plan will largely entail the review 
of the Approved Development 
Plan No. 03 (Konza Techno 
City Buffer Zoning Plan Ref. No. 
2564/2013/01) and will adopt a 
highly participatory and consultative 
process.

The special planning belt and 
development control will become 
part of the work of the National 
Development Implementation and 
Communication Cabinet Committee 
(NDICCC).

Kajiado County Governor Hon. 
Joseph Ole Lenku (left), Cabinet Secretary, 

Ministry of Interior and Coordination of 
National Government, Dr. Fred Matiangí 

(centre) and ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs 
Joe Mucheru (right) during the signing of 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
on Konza Special Planning Belt between 

Makueni, Kajiado, Machakos counties and 
Konza Technopolis Development Authority 

(KoTDA) at Harambee House.
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IASP ELECTS KONZA 
TECHNOPOLIS 

CEO AS PRESIDENT 
OF ITS AFRICA 

DIVISION

The International Association 
of Science Parks and Areas of 
Innovation (IASP) has elected Eng. 
John Tanui, CEO, Konza Technopolis 
as its new IASP Africa Division 
President.

Eng. Tanui takes the mantle from 
his predecessor Ms. Hauwa 
Yabani who is the CEO of Abuja 
Technology Village Free Zone 
Company in Nigeria. She took 
the leadership in May 2019 from 
Botswana Innovation Hub CEO Alan 
Boshwaen, becoming the first IASP 
Africa Division female president since 
it was established in 1984.

The IASP organisation is an 
independent, non-profit, non-
governmental, membership based 
organisation with worldwide network 
bringing together over 350 science 
parks whose key objective is to 
coordinate an active network of 
professionals that manage areas 
of innovation.  IASP is in a Special 
Consultative Status with the Economic 
and Social Council of the United 
Nations.

Eng. Tanui will now lead the Africa 
Division and also represent Africa 
in the international board whose 
IASP members include  Botswana 
Innovation hub in Botswana, Konza 

Technopolis in Kenya, Innovation 
Hub in South Africa (SA), East 
London Industrial Development Zone 
Science and Technology Park in SA, 
Free State University in SA, Royal 
Science and Technology Park in 
SA,  Abuja Technology Village Free 
Zone Company in Nigeria,  Lion 
Science Park University of Nigeria, 
Road Map Engineering in Sudan, 
Morrocan Information Technopark 
Company in Morocco and Science 
& Technology Park for Electronics 
Research & Industry in Egypt among 
others.

Speaking during the ceremony held 
virtually, Eng. Tanui said: 

“I want to offer my gratitude for 
the confidence bestowed on me 
to lead the IASP Africa Division. 
When I received the news of my 
installation as the new President for 
the IASP Africa Division, I reflected 
on two major pillars; One was that 
of the leadership showcased by my 
predecessor Ms. Hauwa and the 
other is the potential of innovation in 
Africa,”

He added that his responsibility 
comes at a time when Africa needs 
to tap more into science and its 
digital potential to meet the needs 
and challenges of the continent.

“The call to be the IASP Africa 
Division President came with the 
reflection on Africa’s innovation 
potential that largely remains 
untapped. With statistics from the 
e-economy Report of 2020 by 
Google and International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) indicating that 
Africa’s digital economy will have 
value of over $180 billion by 2025, 
this responsibility has come at the 
time when I believe we need to 
work together to unlock these vast 
opportunities as a team,” said Eng. 
Tanui.

He emphasized the need for 
collaboration and unity among the 
members as they seek to create new 
business opportunities from their 
innovation parks.

During the event, the IASP Africa 
Division launched its publication 
that is aimed at keeping its 
members and audience informed 
about developments at each of the 
parks. The publication will also be 
circulated to over 350 IASP members 
globally, in the process increasing 
visibility of Africa innovation parks 
among investors and sponsors.

IASP is in 75 countries globally, with 
more than 115,000 companies 
working with its members. Apart 
from advocating for exchange of 
best practices and learning from 
each other, the organization also 
provides training and consultancy 
on innovation parks and strategic 
profiling while enhancing global 
visibility of its members.

In March this year, Konza 
Technopolis organized the IASP 
Africa Division Forum that brought 
together top IASP leadership, 
including the IASP CEO Ms. Ebba 
Lund. 

The Forum, themed “The Place of 
STPs in Africa’s Economic Recovery 
- Impact of the African Continental 
Free Trade Area Agreement” 
highlighted the role of innovation 
and science parks in unlocking 
Africa’s economy amidst prevailing 
circumstances brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Eng. John Tanui, CEO, Konza Technopolis
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EARLY BIRD INCENTIVE OFFERED TO INVESTORS AT KONZA 
TECHNOPOLIS

Konza Technopolis Development 
Authority (KoTDA) has announced 
an early bird incentive to investors 
taking up land for development at 
Konza Technopolis (KT).

KoTDA, the agency managing the 
development of Kenya’s first smart 
city leases land to investors who are 
charged a lease fee. As a master 
planned smart city, the Authority has 
attributed lease fees to each parcel 
which include stand premium, a 
one-off payment and an annual 
ground rent.

Stand premium has now been 
discounted to early off takers 
committing to paying the stand 
premium on or before 31st 
December 2021 and ready to start 
the construction before December 
2022.

Making the announcement during 
an investor conference hosted by 
the Authority, the Principal Secretary 
Ministry of ICT& Innovation, Mr. 
Jerome Ochieng noted that the 
offer is applicable to investors 
who complete the stand premium 
payment on or before 31st 
December 2021.

The PS reiterated that the 
government is committed to support 
investors to take up space at Konza 
Technopolis. “Our commitment, as 
a government is reinforced by our 
actions and in the recent budget 
allocation for the year 2021/2022, 
we as the parent ministry have set 
aside over 70 percent of the budget 
for the development of this project.”

During the conference investors who 
have made payments for their parcel 
of land were given access to the 
property. 

Among the investors issued with 
access include, Kenya Electricity 
Transmission Company Limited 
(KETRACO), National Construction 
Authority (NCA), Sosian Energy Ltd, 
Bigen Global Ltd, Vijay Sandhu, 
Geonet Technologies, GS1 
Kenya Limited, Makueni Housing 
Cooperative and Parklands Baptist 
Church.

The 400 acres of Phase One of 
the project has attracted more than 
40 percent uptake by investors. 
The government has allocated 
about Ksh 18 billion for the project 
in 2021/2022 Financial Year’s 

Konza Technopolis Development Authority (KoTDA) CEO, Eng. John Tanui (left), Principal Secretary ICT, Innovation & Youth Affairs, Mr. Jerome 
Ochieng (centre) and KoTDA Chairman, Arch Dr. Reuben Mutiso (right) after unveiling the Investor Handbook during the organization’s Investor

Conference and Partners Forum.
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budget that will majorly go towards 
the development of horizontal 
infrastructure and key utilities at the 
Technopolis.

The investors, Kenya Electricity 
Transmission Company Limited 
(KETRACO), National Construction 
Authority (NCA), Sosian Energy 
Ltd, Bigen Global Ltd, Vijay 
Sandhu, Gionet Technologies, 
GS1 Kenya Limited, Makueni 
County Aka Housing Cooperative 
Society Ltd and Parklands Baptist 
Church received their symbolic 
keys during the Partners Forum 
and Investors Conferences held at 
Konza Complex. These are some 
of the investors who have made a 
commitment by paying the stand 
premium.

During the event, Konza Technopolis 
Development Authority (KoTDA) 

Principal Secretary ICT, Innovation & Youth Affairs, Mr. Jerome Ochieng (third right), Konza Technopolis Development Authority (KoTDA) Chairman, 
Arch Dr. Reuben Mutiso (second left) and KoTDA Board Member, Ms.Caroline Kariuki (extreme left) KoTDA Board Member, Ms. Pamela Tutui (second 

right) and CEO, Eng.  John Tanui (extreme right) during the organization’s Investor Conference and Partners Forum.

unveiled its Investor Handbook 
which highlights the opportunities 
available for investors.

Commenting on the progress of 
the Technopolis, KoTDA Chairman 
Arch. Dr. Reuben Mutiso said 
that other than the development 
of the National Data Centre and 
the horizontal infrastructure, the 
development of Konza Conferencing 
facility, the Modern Security 
Command Centre, and Konza 
Furnished Apartments is ongoing. 
These, Arch. Dr. Mutiso said, will 
provide key services to the residents 
and investors.  

The Chairman urged investors from 
both the private and the public 
sectors to consider taking up the 
investment opportunities early 
enough, adding that it’s only through 
partnerships with investors that they 

will be able to realize the dream of 
Konza.  

Already, the project’s anchor investor 
Kenya Advanced Institute of Science 
and Technology (KAIST) is on-site. 
The graduate school will focus on 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) and will 
admit its first lot of students in 2023.

Upon its completion in 2030, Konza 
Technopolis is expected to position 
Kenya as a knowledge-based 
economy and a preferred Science, 
Technology & Innovation (ST&I) 
destination. The city is expected to 
generate 17,000 direct jobs at the 
end of Phase 1 and have 200,000 
residents at the end of 2030.
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ABOUT US
Ecoscience & Engineering Ltd is a duly registered company that provides a complete range of environmental assessments and 
occupational health & safety consultancy services to contractors, manufacturers, miners and government authorities, consultants to 
deal with environmental and occupational health and safety issues, and to ensure that policy, regulatory and statutory obligations are 
met.
Our team of experts comprise Environmental Lead Experts, conversant with the IFC Performance Standards on Environmental and 
Social Sustainability, Natural Resource Management Experts, Ecologists, Sociologists / RAP Specialists, Occupational Safety and 
Health Advisors, GIS Experts, Hydrologists, Environmentalists.

OUR SERVICES
• Environmental and Social Impact Assessments (ESIA)
• Statutory Environment, Health & Safety Audits  
• Air Quality Monitoring
• Noise and Vibration Monitoring
• Air and Noise Dispersion Modelling
• Occupational Health and Safety Trainings
• Stack Emissions Monitoring 
• Environmental Due Diligence Audits (EDD)
• Environmental Site Assessments (ESA)
• Workplace / Industrial Hygiene & Safety Audits 
• Sampling Services (Air, Soil, Water and Biota)
• Energy Reduction Solution Systems
• Preparation of  Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plans
• Implementation & training ISO 9001, ISO 14001 ISO 45001
• Implementation & training ISO/IEC 27001, IMS 21000, ISO 30401, ISO 31000
• Preparation of Environmental Policy
• Preparation of Health & Safety Policy
• Preparation of Sustainability Policy
• Implementation of GRI Universal Standards:  GRI 101, 102 and 103
• Implementation of GRI Topic Specific Standards: RI 200, GRI 300 and GRI 400
• Preparation of Sustainability & Social Corporate Responsibility Report 
• Feasibility Study
• Preliminary Environmental Impact Assessment (PESIA) 

OUR WORKS
• Tullow Kenya/Golder Associates UK Ltd: Consultancy Services for ESIA Study for South Lokichar Upstream Development.
• KUSP Projects in City of Kisumu: Consultancy Services for Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) for 2019/2020  
 Kenya Urban Support Programme (KUSP) Project in Kisumu City.
• Kenya Railways Corporation: Environmental Site Assessment - Kipevu Oil Spill Site, Mombasa.
• KenGen: Consultancy Services for ESIA Study for Preparation of Preliminary ESIA for the proposed Upgrading of Gogo Hydro  
 power Project.
• Luxconsult / KfW / Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure – Preliminary Environmental Impact Assessment (PESIA) for the  
 proposed Bus Rapid Transport System (BRT) within Nairobi City. 
• Ministry of Transport Infrastructure, Housing and Urban Development - Environmental Impact Assessment of the proposed  
 upgrade of 10 Railway Stations within the Nairobi Metropolitan Region as part of the Nairobi.
• Bamburi Cement (Lafarge Holcim) - Annual Stack emission measurement, Air quality emission dispersion modelling, Nema   
 Environmental Audit.
• China No.5 Engineering Group: Ambient Air Quality Monitoring and Reporting - Loichangamak - Lodwar Road Upgrading to  
 Bitumen Standard Project.

Ecoscience & Engineering Ltd
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FOUR 
START-UPS 

TO PILOT SMART 
SOLUTIONS AT 

KONZA 
TECHNOPOLIS

Four start-ups have secured an 
opportunity to pilot their innovations 
at the Konza Technopolis in a bid to 
provide solutions for the residents and 
investors setting up at the smart city.

The start-ups, who emerged winners 
at the Israel-sponsored Konza 
Innovation Challenge 2021 will 
be seeking to provide various smart 
solutions for about 30,000 residents 
expected in the city.

Personal Watchguard, Ekraal Hub 
and H-Pass businesses from Kenya 
are expected to pilot their innovations 
on intelligent asset management, 
smart parking management and 
access management respectively. The 
fourth startup from Israel, Step-Hear 
– Assistive Accessibility Technology 
will be offering its services on traffic 
management.

The Innovation Challenge was jointly 
hosted by the Konza Technopolis 
Development Authority (KoTDA) 
and Embassy of Israel in Kenya. 
The challenge, which attracted 99 
nominations from Kenya and four 
from Israel sought to provide an 
opportunity for innovators in Kenya 
and Israel to solve the immediate 
and long-term needs of Konza 
Technopolis.

Speaking during the awards 
ceremony, Cabinet Secretary for 
ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs Joe 
Mucheru lauded the efforts by the 
innovators, adding that piloting of 
the innovations at Konza Technopolis 
was a great milestone for the country 
as it will not only serve Konza but 

can be implemented in the rest of the 
country.

“This is exciting and historic moment 
in the sector as we are accelerating 
development by having homegrown 
solutions to deal with our challenges. 
As a government, we are glad that 
today’s innovations will be piloted 
here at the Technopolis,” said CS 
Mucheru.

While urging the innovators to keep 
leveraging on the tech space, CS 
Mucheru reiterated the government’s 
commitment towards creating an 
enabling innovation environment for 
startups to grow and thrive.

He noted that through government 
programs such as the National 
ICT Master Plan, the Constituency 
Innovation Hubs (CIHs) and the 
National Broad Band Policy, 
innovators can make use of the 
facilities and policies to develop 
more solutions for the country.

According to African Tech Start-ups 
Funding Report 2020, Kenyan tech 
start-ups raised a record amount 
of funding in 2020, securing a 
combined total of Ksh 19.1 billion. 
The Kenyan start-ups industry 
continues to expand with the 

acceleration of growth in the digital 
economy.

Israel Ambassador to Kenya, 
His Excellency Mr. Oded Joseph 
echoed CS Mucheru’s sentiments 
on strengthening collaboration 
efforts to advance innovation and 
development in the ICT space 
between Kenya and Israel. He 
promised Israel’s continued support 
towards various initiatives in the 
country.

“As a country, Israel is honored 
to be part of Kenya’s innovation 
journey, and we are happy to 
compare notes and share ideas. We 
are happy to be part of the Konza 
Innovation Challenge,” said Amb. 
Oded, adding that Kenya has made 
considerable steps in establishing a 
more innovation-driven economy.

“Kenya’s start-up ecosystem is 
vibrant, and quite established in 
the continent. As the government 
of Israel, I would like to state that 
we are proud to be part of this 
journey and we pledge to continue 
working with you to build your ICT & 
Innovation ecosystem for posterity,” 
he added.

Cabinet Secretary for ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs Mr. Joe Mucheru speaking during the 
Konza Innovation Challenge finals at Konza Technopolis. Four start-ups secured an opportunity to 
pilot their innovations at the Konza Technopolis in a bid to provide solutions for the residents and 

investors setting up at the smart city.
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Cabinet Secretary for ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs Mr. Joe Mucheru, (holding a book) with 
some of the participants of the Konza Innovation Challenge. The challenge, which attracted 99 
nominations from Kenya and four from Israel sought to provide an opportunity for innovators in 

Kenya and Israel to solve the immediate and long-term needs of Konza Technopolis.

(From Top Left - Top Right): Ruth Muriithi, Head of Department at Dedan Kimathi Science and Technology Park, H.E Oded Joseph, Israel Ambassador 
to Kenya, Cabinet Secretary for ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs Mr. Joe Mucheru, Arch. Dr. Reuben Mutiso, Chairman, Konza Technopolis 

Development Authority (KoTDA), Eng. John Tanui, CEO, KoTDA and Dr. Joseph Sevilla, iLabArica Director, together with the winners (holding books) of 
the Konza Innovation Challenge at Konza Complex in May 2021. 

Israel is among the leading countries 
in the world with the highest density 
of start-up companies with about one 
start-up for every 2,000 people.

The Bloomberg Innovation Index of 
2021 release in February this year 
ranked the country at position 7th 
globally. In 2020 and 2019, the 
country was ranked position 5th and 
6th respectively.

During the event, KoTDA CEO, Eng. 
John Tanui congratulated the winning 
start-ups, saying the solutions they 
have come up with will make a 
great difference in the country’s first 
smart city.

The event was also attended by 
Konza Technopolis Development 
Authority (KoTDA) Chairman Arch. Dr. 
Reuben Mutiso, representatives from 
Dedan Kimathi University of

Technology and Strathmore 
University, ICT and Innovation 
officials from Makueni and Kajiado 
Counties.

Konza has been at the forefront of 
supporting innovation programs as 

part of its efforts towards becoming a 
leading innovation hub in the world.

In 2020, the Technopolis in 
collaboration with the Association of 
Countrywide hubs and partners held 
The Great COVID 19 Innovation 
challenge which was instrumental in 
helping to develop solutions in the 

fight against the global pandemic.

In April 2021, Kenya and Korean 
Governments signed a contract 
worth Kshs 9.4 billion towards the 
establishment of the Kenya Advanced 
Institute of Science and Technology 
(KAIST) that will be constructed at 
Konza Technopolis. 
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Sika Kenya Limited 
2nd Floor Semco Industrial Park 
Mombasa Road
Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: +254 711 140 234/786 140 234
Email: sales@ke.sika.com
Website: ken.sika.com

 We are your one-stop partner for all your construction solutions:

• Concrete Admixtures
• Waterproofing
• Sealing & Bonding
• Tile Adhesives 

• Flooring
• Structural Strenghthening
• Roofing

• Repair and Protection
• Anchoring & Grouting
• Structural Glazing

KEEP YOUR PROJECT ON TRACK

Sika March-April 2021.indd   1 01-Apr-21   10:32:41 AM
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CALL FOR ARTICLES

Kindly note that the publication of your article in the 
newsletter does not equal to a paid partnership with 
Konza Technopolis.

ABOUT KONZA TECHNOPOLIS
Konza (Konza Technopolis) is a key flagship project of Kenyaʼs 
Vision 2030 economic development portfolio. Konza will be a 
world-class city, powered by a thriving information, communications 
and technology (ICT) sector, superior reliable infrastructure and 
business friendly governance systems.

THEME: DIGITAL FUTURE IS NOW

Would you like your article to feature in our next edition of the Konza 
Quarterly Newsletter? 

Kindly submit your articles of between 600 – 700 words to 
bkaaria@konza.go.ke on the following topics by August 15th 2021;

• Digital Economy Development in the 21st Century
• Role of ICT Infrastructure In Digital Economy
• Smart Cities Development In Africa
• Role of Stakeholders in Advancing ICT Development
• Role of Technology in Economic Recovery from      
COVID-19 pandemic
• Innovation Development During COVID-19
• Creative Economy and the opportunities available
• Disruptive Technologies: Artificial Intelligence (AI), Internet of   
Things (IoT), Robotics, Quantum computing
• Development of 5G 
• Cyber Security 
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INTRODUCING START-UPS THAT WON THE KONZA INNOVATION 
CHALLENGE

Four startups are the winners of the 
Konza Innovation Challenge that was 
jointly organized by the Embassy 
of Israel in Nairobi and Konza 
Technopolis. The winners, three from 
Kenya and one from Israel will now 
have an opportunity to pilot their 
innovations at Konza Technopolis to 
provide their solutions to the residents 
and investors. 

What follows is a brief information 
about the startups.

A.  (Sonafrique] e-KRAAL  
 Innovation Hub (Kenya)

Category: Parking 
Management System 

Sonafrique is a team of engineers 
and software developers who 
specialize in intelligent traffic systems, 
simulations and development of traffic 
models to help solve traffic problems

and guide reliable policy formulation. 

All their traffic solutions follow a 
model-based approach relying 
heavily on accurately collected data 
with a vision to eventually design and 
deploy an adaptive intelligent traffic 
system. 

Currently, the company is targeting 
public and private agencies seeking 
products and services related to road 
traffic. Sonafrique endeavors to solve 
the following customer problems;

• Difficulty finding an open parking 
slot.

• Inefficient use of existing parking 
facilities.

• Waste of time, fuel & other 
resources in parking and paying 
for slot.

The opportunities that Sonafrique 
have identified are as follows:

• Automate booking and payment 
of parking slots.

• Real-time monitoring functionality 
riding on used sensors.

• Big-data and long-data analysis 
for policy formulation.

• Local storage of data and 
analytics in compliance with The 
Data Protection Act No. 24 of 
2019 (Part VI).

For more information, please visit: 
https://e-kraal.com/ 

B. HPass Global – (Kenya)

Category: Smart Access 
Control

HPass Global is a Mass Mobile 
Cloud Based Identity and Access 
Management System that comes 
complete with enhanced visitor 
experience tools to help users access, 
navigate and enjoy their destination. 

HPass Global is both web based 
and App Based giving the user an 
incredible flexibility when accessing 
malls, buildings, offices, homes 
and smart cities using their mobile 
phones. After one simple scan using 
HPass Global App, the access 
control process is done in micro 
seconds and communication of 
approval or decline is relayed to 
relevant signals points and personnel.

HPass Global Identity and Access 
Management System has been 
developed by HPass Global Limited, 
a Technology and Innovation 
company based in Nairobi-Kenya. 
The company’s major interest is in 
Smart Cities, Modern Workplace, 

Mobile based Smart Access 
Management, Smart Enterprises and 
Smart Living.

As a future-ready company, HPass 
Global Limited seeks to achieve 
near zero infrastructure installations 
to support access management even 
for very complex places like Smart 
Cities. 

While most access management 
solutions use cards or biometrics as 
the primary points of authentication 
and identification, HPass Global 
uses mobile phones as the primary 
point of interaction making it a timely 
solution to a world that is completely 
going contactless. The company 
is continuing to roll out innovative 
solutions that are solving myriad 
problems in a smart world.

For more information, please visit: 
https://www.hpassglobal.com/ 

C.  PWG (Personal Watch 
Guard) (Kenya) 

Category: Asset 
Management

Personal Watch Guard is a startup 
that offers solutions on affordable 
security services to the common 
citizen. The company has developed 
two products; DOOR TELL and 
PERSONAL SECURITY GUARD 
that are access control gadgets 
which will provide high end security 
in commercial and residential 
establishments at only a fraction of 
the cost of other available security 
options.

Both the DOOR TELL (DT) and the 
PERSONAL SECURITY GUARD (PSG) 
are built as access control gadgets 
which can be used in commercial 
and residential establishments. 

Continued to Page 14
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YOUNG WOMEN 
URGED TO 

EMBRACE STEM, 
AS WORLD 

COMMEMORATES 
GIRLS IN ICT DAY

D.  Step-Hear - Assistive 
Accessibility Technology 
(Israel) 

Category: Traffic 
Management

Step-Hear Accessible is a subsidiary 
of Mehalev, Israel’s leading 
accessibility provider – with 23 
years of experience in enabling 
accessibility solutions for a wide 
range of disabilities and thousands of 
customers. 

Founded in 2008, the startup started 
selling at 2013, as a pioneer in 
accessible technology for audio 
orientation and guidance systems for 
visual impaired people, providing 
a solution also for other disabled 
people.

There has been more than seven 
years of successful implementation of 
Step-Hear -

• Step-Hear has thousands   
of installations in Israel and   
worldwide.

• The Step-Hear app can be   
downloaded free of charge.

Installed in leading Banks, 
Universities, Supermarkets, Malls, 
Parks, Tourist Attractions, Hospitals, 
Government and Municipality 
Offices, Buses and Bus Stations, and 
soon in the light rail.

Check out the company’s website 
here: https://www.step-hear.com/
about-us/ 

Young women in the country have 
been urged to embrace science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) in order to 
secure their future in the job market 
which is increasingly shifting towards 
the digital path.

This comes in light of the existing 
gender gap in the STEM fields 
which most girls shy away from as 
their male counterparts continue to 
dominate.

This call was made during the 
commemoration of the International 
Girls in ICT Day that is held every 
fourth Thursday of April globally.

This year’s event was commemorated 
virtually under the global theme of 
Connected Girls, Creating Brighter 
Futures.

Speaking during a webinar 
organised by the Ministry of ICT, 
Innovation and Youth Affairs in 
partnership with Konza Technopolis, 
the ministry’s Chief Administrative 

Secretary (CAS) Maureen Mbaka 
urged girls and young women to 
make use of the available resources 
to advance their skills and knowledge 
in the STEM fields as they seek to 
create and seize opportunities in the 
technology space. 

“Under the Ministry, we have 
initiatives like the Ajira Program, the 
Constituency Innovation Hubs (CIHs) 
as well as Youth Empowerment 
Centres. There are over 300 of these 
spread out across the country with 
aim of giving young people access 
to digital skills for empowerment. As 
we celebrate this day, we want to 
urge our girls to take up careers in 
ICT and embrace STEM education in 
schools,” said CAS Mbaka.

She further urged the younger 
generation need to leverage on 
the tech space to open up more 
opportunities for themselves as the 
future of work is online.

“As our young workforce, we should 
be aware of the changing nature of 
work which is going digital. With 
the pandemic in place, it is important 
to note that demand for digital work 
has been accelerated and everyone 
needs to learn how to work with 
computers remotely and delivering 
on short-term work commitments,” she 
added.

During the event, ICT Authority CEO 
Dr. Katherine Getao urged girls to 
pursue their dreams without fear, 

Maureen Mbaka, Chief Administrative Secretary (CAS), ICT, Broadcasting and 
Telecommunications.

Continued to Page 15
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noting that the ability to bring change 
is within themselves.

“To young girls and women out 
there, just remember that you can 
do anything that you put your mind 
to. Have a can-do attitude, put your 
mind on it and go for it because 
there is no space that is meant for 
specific gender,” she said, adding 
that stakeholders in the STEM sector 
need to strengthen partnerships and 
ensure that more girls are mentored 
and guided into taking careers in the 
STEM fields.

Konza Data Centre Project Manager 
Yvonne Maua noted that mentorship 
for the young women is very critical 
once they are on board since it 
keeps them going as they grow in 
the field.

“We must also put an emphasis on 
the mentorship of young women 

in STEM. I say so in hindsight as I 
reminisce early days of work in the 
sector. My ICT journey was fused 
with a lot of mentorships which 
shaped me a great deal,” she said.

In this event that was also attended 
by other key women in the ICT sector, 
young women were also urged to 
identify role models for inspiration 
and development in their careers.  

Citing testimonies from the industry, 
Ms. Celestine Ukpere from Shule 
Africa Kenya highlighted that with 
technology cutting across all sectors 
of the economy, women also need to 
link their careers with ICT and make 
use of science and technology for 
better businesses.

Since 2011, more than 377,000 
girls and young women have 
participated in these celebrations 
across the world. Spearheaded by 

the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU), it is a day through which 
Governments, National Information 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) regulatory authorities, 
ICT companies, academic 
institutions, UN Agencies and 
Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs) have been able to join 
hands in celebrating girls and 
encouraging them to actively 
consider careers in STEM.

The event was also attended by 
Eng. John Tanui, CEO KoTDA,  
Ms. Rosalind Murithi, Director Risk 
Management and Internal Audit, 
Communications Authority of Kenya 
(CA), Ms. Charity Wanjiku, Co-
Founder Strauss Energy Limited, Ms. 
Ashley Kibali, CEO/Founder Seventy 
Two Media Group and Caroline 
Muia ICT Manager, ICM in Konza.
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Did you know that the sole purpose 
of the Authority’s service charter is to 

make it known to our stakeholders 
and investors of our frameworks to 
deliver our mandate?

Guided by the charter, we are 
able to maintain and enhance 
our standards of service delivery, 

and our commitment of continuous 
improvement of service delivery.

It is therefore important for all staff to 
familiarize with the service charter as 
we strive to deliver excellent services 
to our stakeholders

7th Floor, Konza Complex, Nairobi-Mombasa Road-Konza

P.O Box 1 – 90150 Konza Technopolis

 

7th Floor, Konza Complex, Nairobi-Mombasa Road-Konza

P.O Box 1 – 90150 Konza Technopolis

 

c

Service Delivery Charter 

KoTDA SERVICE 
CHARTER
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Orofa ya 7, jumba la Konza Complex, Nairobi – Mombasa road – Konza

Sanduku la posta 1 – 90150 Konza Technopolis

Orofa ya 7, jumba la Konza Complex, Nairobi – Mombasa road – Konza

Sanduku la posta 1 – 90150 Konza Technopolis

c

Mkataba wa Utoaji wa Huduma
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PICTORIAL
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1. (From Top Left - Top Right): H.E Oded Joseph, Israel Ambassador to Kenya, Cabinet Secretary Joe Mucheru, ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs, 
Arch. Dr. Reuben Mutiso, Chairman, Konza Technopolis Development Authority (KoTDA) and Eng. John Tanui, CEO, KoTDA together with the winners 

(holding books) of the Konza Innovation Challenge at Konza Complex.

2. Eyal David, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Israel in Kenya (left) and H.E Oded Joseph, Israel Ambassador to Kenya (right)  present an award 
to Laban Mwai, MASHAV Officer at the Embassy of Israel in Kenya who received the present on behalf of the Step-Hear – Assistive Accessibility 

Technology start-up from Israel. The startup won the traffic management category in the Konza Innovation Challenge.  

3. Eng. John Tanui, CEO, Konza Technopolis present an award to Brian Kimani, Founder, Personal WatchGuard startup that won the intelligent asset 
management category in the Konza Innovation Challenge. 

4. : From Left: Dr. Joseph Sevilla, Director iLab, Kenneth Njihia, Innovation Hub Coordinator Dedan Kimathi and Ruth Muriithi, Head of Department 
Dedan Kimathi Science and Technology Park at Konza Technopolis during the finals of the Konza Innovation Challenge. The three were part of the 

judge’s panel for the Konza Innovation Challenge.

5. (Sited from Left) ICT, Innovation and Youth Affairs Cabinet Secretary, Joe Mucheru, Cabinet Secretary for Lands and Physical Planning Farida 
Karoney 

and Tourism and Wildlife CS Najib Balala signing the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Konza Special Planning Belt at Harambe House, 
Nairobi in May 2021.

PICTORIAL
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